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PROFILE 

 
Knowledgeable environmental specialist with over ten years of experience. Adept at operating 
complex projects with governmental agencies, nonprofits, and academic entities. Proficient in 
project administration, research and analysis, knowledge sharing (e.g. curriculum 
development, report writing, website content creation, and academic publications), and 
outreach. Specialized background in sociology, public policy, and gender studies. 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 
Online Course Instructor                                                                       1/2018-Present  
Oregon State University | Remote 

• Co-instructed an online course on social sustainability for undergraduate students from 
a variety of disciplines.  

• Moderated different types of discussion forums: general questions about the course and 
weekly discussion prompt forums. 

• Created and managed material on the Canvas course website, communicated with 
students weekly, and conducted weekly and final grading. 

 
Member of the Board                                                             9/2015-Present  
Public Hygiene Lets Us Stay Human | Remote 

• Collaborated with a transition team, in consultation with an attorney, to aid a grassroots 
organization’s incorporation as an official 501c3 non-profit in the United States. 

• Composed numerous outreach articles for the website and newsletter. Co-created 
several public presentations and technical reports. 

• Oversaw multiple special projects for the organization. Presented at local and global 
events on behalf of the organization including with the Gates Foundation in Seattle as 
well as at the World Toilet Summit in South Africa. 

• Programmed the high-profile visit of World Toilet Organization founder Jack Sim. 
Orchestrated interviews and speaking engagements with twenty different entities 
including a public speech at Mercy Corps. 

 
Online Course Developer and Instructor                                                      9/2016-9/2017 
University of California | Remote         

• Conceived of the idea to develop a sociology course focused on “water and sanitation 
justice” for undergraduate students across the university system.  

• Collaborated with a team of university professors, post-doctoral researchers, and 
doctoral candidates to create the course after the lead professor was awarded a 
$100,000 grant for the project.  

• Conceptualized all content (e.g. lectures, readings, media) for two modules covering 
“human rights to water and sanitation” and “climate justice.” Co-edited two additional 
modules including “sanitation” and “urban water justice.” 

 

mailto:ablbrown@ucsc.edu
http://www.abigailbrown.net/


Brown                                                                                  Page 2 

• Co-instructed the course for students enrolled in spring term (3/17-6/17) and summer 
term (8/17-9/17). Created and managed material on the Canvas course website, 
communicated with students weekly, and performed final grading. 

 
Sociology Doctoral Student Researcher                      9/2012-9/2017 
University of California | Santa Cruz, California        

• Conducted preliminary research on water and sanitation infrastructure and social 
exclusion in cities in France and the United States. 

• Drafted an extensive literature review on water and sanitation infrastructure and urban 
sociology. Composed an additional literature review outline examining how connections 
between social exclusion and water and sanitation infrastructure were addressed in the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

• Completed a multi-year research project on groundwater governance in Central 
California. Developed a mixed-method research design, completed field research 
including over 30 community interviews, and analyzed interview data using NVivo 
software.  

• Co-published three papers on groundwater governance in Central California in peer-
reviewed academic journals. Co-published a technical report for the State Water 
Resources Control Board on the same topic. 

 
Renewable Energy Technology Program Advisor                                    5/2011-5/2012 
Columbia Gorge Community College | The Dalles, Oregon                                      

• Redesigned a communications and recruitment strategy for a Renewable Energy 
Technology program at a community college. 

• Communicated the strengths of the program with potential students online using social 
media and the college website as well as at college recruitment fairs and regional high 
schools. 

• Brainstormed various marketing materials including a virtual academic tour, 
promotional videos, and display boards. Delegated development of these materials to 
subcontractors. 

• Advised students on renewable energy career trajectories. Facilitated their efforts in 
hosting a public Clean Energy Film Festival and a community solar project. 

 
Water Policy Master’s Student Researcher                                              9/2009-12/2010 
Arghyam | Bangalore, India                                               

• Created research questions and designed a detailed multi-method research project on 
gender, water, and sanitation. Received final approval for my research design from an 
Indian charitable foundation. Completed a six-month long internship with this 
foundation. 

• Orchestrated quantitative (household surveys) and qualitative (individual interviews 
and participatory mapping) research efforts in three rural villages with the foundation’s 
partner organizations. 

• Conceptualized various activities to raise awareness about linkages between gender, 
water, and sanitation. Organized an internal gender and water training day for 
foundation employees. Drafted case studies for publication on the foundation’s website, 
and maintained a personal project blog. 
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Groundwater Network Program Coordinator                                         7/2008-7/2009 
Oregon Water Resources Department | Corvallis, Oregon                                 

• Established a citizen-science program on groundwater in conjunction with a state 
agency. Partnered with hydro-geologists to understand the complex science behind 
groundwater problems in the region. Converted this information into an accessible 
training curriculum for the community. 

• Conducted program outreach, hosted multiple community trainings throughout the 
year, and presented at regional conferences. 

• Designed all program materials including a groundwater measurement booklet, 
groundwater information sheet, groundwater data sheet, groundwater science 
presentation, and groundwater measurement presentation. 

 
Water Right Permit Writer                                                                              9/2006-6/2008    
Washington State Department of Ecology | Olympia, Washington      

• Analyzed water policy to ensure compliance with statutes. Evaluated relevant case law to 
interpret water policy.  

• Programmed site visits with water-right applicants of diverse backgrounds in rural and 
urban areas of Washington State. 

• Composed detailed multi-page water right documents that examined the eligibility of 
applicants to receive water rights in accordance with state water law. 

 
EDUCATION 

 
Coursework for PhD, Sociology            6/2014-9/2017                                        
University of California | Santa Cruz, California 
 
Master of Arts, Sociology                                                                                    6/2012-6/2014 
University of California | Santa Cruz, California  
 
Master of Science, Water Resources Policy and Management        9/2008-12/2010                                      
Oregon State University | Corvallis, Oregon  
 
Bachelor of Science, Environmental Studies                              9/2003-6/2006 
Evergreen State College | Olympia, Washington  
 
PUBLICATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 
1. “Exploring Deep Roots: Politics of Place and Groundwater Management Practices in the 

Pajaro Valley, California,” Co-Author, Society and Natural Resources, September 2017 
2. “Coming to the Table: Collaborative Governance in Groundwater Decision-making in 

Coastal California,” Lead Author, Journal of Environmental Planning and 
Management, May 2016 

3. “An Evaluation of California's Adjudicated Groundwater Basins,” Co-Author, State 
Water Resources Control Board, February 2016 

4. “‘The Commons’ as a Dynamic Variable in Understanding Strategic Alliances of Scale: A 
Groundwater Case Study in Pajaro Valley, California,” Co-Author, Environmental 
Science & Policy, October 2015 

5. “Enacting Awareness: Water, Waste, and Public Space,” Co-Presenter, University of 
California Digital Arts Research Center, May 2015 
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6. “Groundwater Decision-making: Pajaro Valley Case Study,” Co-Presenter, 
Groundwater Association Annual Conference, September 2014 

7. “Bathed in Modernity: Spatial Relegation of Homeless Individuals,” Presenter, 
American Association of Geographers Annual Meeting, April 2014 

8. “Empowerment and Gender Equality in Water and Sanitation: What Does It Mean? 
What Does It Matter?” Lead Author, Water for the Ages, November 2013 

9. “Gender Equality and Empowerment of Women: Report of the Working Groups,” Co-
Author, United Nations: Information Service Press and External Relations Section, 
August 2013 

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
Rockefeller Foundation “Entangled Urbanization” Workshop | Bellagio, Italy                     6/2017 
Sciences Po, Paris School of International Affairs | Paris, France                              1/2016-5/2016 
“Enacting Awareness: Water, Waste, and Public Space” Event  | Santa Cruz, California    5/2015 
Groundwater Association Annual Conference | Sacramento, California                                9/2014 
American Association of Geographers Annual Conference | Tampa, Florida                        4/2014 
UCLA, Women’s Health & Empowerment Institute | Los Angeles, California                      8/2013 
UN Graduate Study Program, Women’s Empowerment | Geneva, Switzerland                    7/2013 
World Toilet Summit | Durban, South Africa                                                                              12/2012 
 
COMPUTER AND LANGUAGE SKILLS 

 

• Operating Systems (Microsoft, Macintosh, Linux); Website Development and 
Management (Drupal, WordPress); Video Conferencing Software (Skype, Google 
Hangouts, Zoom); Learning Management Software (Blackboard, Canvas, Moodle) 

• Social Media (Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, Flickr); Water Blog 
(www.waterfortheages.org); Sanitation Blog (www.phlush.org); Twitter 
(@waterfortheages, @PortlandPHLUSH) 

• English (native speaker); French (B1) 

• International professional experience (Costa Rica, France, India, South Africa, 
Switzerland, United States) 

 

http://www.waterfortheages.org/
http://www.phlush.org/

